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26 December 1850

Holland, Michigan

The Consistory of the First Reformed Church, at its meeting on this date, dealt with more
complaints. Consistory felt that a Mr. Brouwer had not dealt rightly with Mr. Kuipers,
Until he did, Brouwer would be disciplined by being refused the sacraments. 0. D.
Vander Sluis was again at this meeting, but the Consistory felt that there was no change
in his attitude and he would remain under discipline. There is no mention that Rev.
Albertus C. Van Raalte was in attendance at this meeting. The Consistory members
present were Wilterdink and Apeldoorn, elders, and Wilterdink, Plugger, and van den
Berg, deacons.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, volumne I, pp. 8-10.
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Meeting of December 26, 1850

Present were J. Labots, President; Wilterdink and Apeldoorn, elders; Wilterdink, Plugger
and van den Berg, deacons.
ARTICLE 1 — Mr. Kuipers entered the meeting, bringing a complaint against Brother
Brouwer, asserting that for approximately a year Brouwer had refused to relinquish ten
acres of land under the condition that at the end of the claim the price would be the
amount set by the government. Kuipers declared that he has built a small house on the
property and cleared a portion of it. Now Brother Brouwer has sold this land to someone
else, without informing Kuipers. Brouwer informed him that he would need to leave the
property and offered him $10.00. Kuipers adds that he had expended $40.00 for shingles
and planks. He asserts that it should have been sold for $50.00 and that he is not satisfied
and should have
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in fairness received $25.00. He requests the consistory to give assistance in this matter.
Brouwer claims that Kuipers' complaint is invalid, since he has made no attempt for an
orderly and correct solution.
In addition, the claim is made that Brouwer had received the money in a duplicitous way
by saying that he had made an agreement with Kuipers, which later on appeared to be
false.
The assembly discusses the matter and judges that Brouwer has dealt incorrectly and
deceitfully, justifying ecclesiastical discipline. As a result, he is deprived of participation
in the holy sacraments until he comes to genuine repentance, accompanied with deeds
demonstrating that he forsakes unrighteous conduct.
ARTICLE 3 — O.D. van der Sluis appears at the meeting, because Brothers Labots and
van den Berg had informed him that he could not participate in the sacraments, and that if
he would come with genuine repentance, he would be welcome to appear at the meeting.
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His appearance, however, brought about no change, since the assembly could not find
evidence of his repentance, and, therefore, the previous decision stands.
Nothing more requiring the attention of the gathering, the meeting was closed with prayer
by Elder Labots.

Meeting of February 5, 1851
Present were Rev. van Raalte, president; Hekhuis, Labots, and Broek, elders; Wilterdinlc,
de Weerd, Plugger, and van den Berg, deacons.
The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 1 — The committee appointed in Article 4 of the meeting of November 5
reported concerning their investigation and indicated that they had examined the books of
Plugger in the matter of Binnenkant. They determined, in the first place, that the monies
paid to Binnenkant by van Tongeren was, indeed, owed to Binnenkant. Included in this
was the cost of freight for bark.
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